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James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a, Psalm 1, Mark 9:30-37


Jesus had just come down the mountain where his 
appearance was transfigured and Peter, James and 
John had a vision of Jesus speaking with Moses and 
Elijah.  According to the gospel of Mark, this could 
have been up in the mountains at the headwaters of 
the Jordan River where we were located last week: 
Caesarea Philippi.  This was where Jesus asked the 
questions: “Who do people say that I am?” and 
“Who do you say that I am?” This was where Jesus 
spoke openly about his death for the first time and 
Peter resisted.


Now, Jesus enters into the green hills of Galilee, to 
the seaside city that was often described as Jesus’ 
home, Capernaum.  It was here that Peter’s mother 
in-law was healed; and it was here that so many 
people had gathered in the house that there was no 
room for them, so some friends cut a hole in the roof 
of the house to lower a paralytic down in the hopes 
that Jesus would heal him.  


So, it is no surprise that in the place where Jesus 
called home; in a place where a paralytic was 
forgiven and healed; it’s in this place where Jesus 
sits down with his disciples, who were just arguing 
about who was the greatest, and upholds the child 
as the model for following him.  


The child, the one who was the least; the one who 
was the most vulnerable; the one who was the most 
powerless; the one who had no status - this is the 
one you want to welcome, because when you 
welcome the most powerless, the most vulnerable, 
the one at the end of the line, Jesus says that you 
welcome him, and, when you welcome him, then you 
also welcome the one who sent him.  It’s a striking 
image.


So if Jesus is always at the end of the line, at the 
bottom of the heap, and at the place where there is 
no status, why is it that we, not unlike the disciples, 
want to climb the ladder, look for attention, and own 
the podium?  Why are we obsessed with wanting to 
become the first, when Jesus is always the last?


Who wants to be the last?  Who chooses to be at 
the bottom?  Who wishes they had no status?  It 
appears that the only one who dose this is Jesus.


As we run to get ahead in line, Jesus runs to get at 
the end of the line.


So it is in this context that Jesus speaks openly 
about his betrayal, his death, and his resurrection 
because that will be the event when he will relinquish 
all power; and outside of the city walls he will 
become completely powerless, with no status, the 
last. It is here that he will become a criminal, 
condemned and sentenced to death. It is here that 



he will become the paralytic, and they will lower his 
body not through the roof of a house, but they will 
lower his body off of a cross and place it in a tomb. 
Dead. Finished. Done. God gave it all up.


“Whoever wants to be first, must be last of all and 
servant of all.”


Do you remember before Jesus entered Jerusalem 
for the last time, he prayed in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, and he looked across the Kidron Valley 
to Jerusalem and prayed, “O Jerusalem, how I long 
to gather you under my wings, as a hen gathers her 
chicks.”


Under the wings of the Almighty, that is exactly what 
Jesus begins to create in the event of his death.  In 
descending into the depths of hell, into the darkest 
pit, down where there is no life, Jesus loosens the 
chains of the condemned and broken hearted, and 
begins the long hard process, that only God can do, 
of gathering in the lost and forsaken.  


Jesus willingly becomes the last so that there will be 
no one left behind.  Jesus gathers them all up, and 
brings them all in.  There is no one forgotten.  There 
is no one left behind; there is no one beneath him or 
under him, because he has willingly taken that most 
feared and unwanted place of becoming the last, at 
the end of the line, in order to be able to say “I have 
left none of them behind.”  For that is what he came 
to do.


In the first reading James asks the question: “Who is 
wise and understanding among you? Show by your 
good life that your works are done with gentleness 
born of wisdom.”  


The race to the top, and the drive to be the first 
becomes, in light of the gospel, a frenzied task 
motivated by the fear of being the last, the forgotten, 
and the least.  The gospel says that we need not be 
afraid because Jesus has taken that position for us.  


And so, the one who is wise, according to James, is 
the one who rests in the assurance that you don’t 
need to step on others in order to rise to the top, 
because in the end, no one will be forgotten or 
forsaken.  And knowing that frees us up to serve one 
another.  Thanks be to God.
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